CHRISTMAS EVE and CHRISTMAS
[ a.k.a. Kūčios ir Kalėdos ] 
Supper on Christmas Eve " Kūčios", the oldest Lithuanian feast, celebrated according to the sun's calendar. It is a night holiday, whose festivities begin in the evening. This is not only the most archaic, but the best preserved of holidays. 
The ritual supper is not eaten until the evening star appears in the sky. Until then, the bathhouse is heated, people bathe and dress up in festive clothes. The floor was strewn with juniper by the mistress and the master placed handfuls of hay on the table, covered it with a white linen tablecloth. In many regions, a basket filled with hay, sheaves of grain and a horse's collar was placed under the table. Foods were placed on the table and as many tablespoons as there were eaters. If the number of family members was an odd number, a beggar or a lone neighbor was invited. If during that year there had been a death in the family, an upside down spoon was set in that place. This being a family feast, not only live but also dead members participate in it. The eldest family member went outside to invite the souls of the ancestors, the cold, the wind and bees to eat together. 
Most often the " Kūčios " table was not cleared away, for it was believed that when the family is asleep the souls of the dead come in to eat. 
Christmas biscuits [ a.k.a. kūčiukai ], are among ritual foods together with barley porridge, both eaten with poppy seed milk. A must dish is oat pudding, which was given to the souls of the dead, wind and cold. 
Ancient "Kūčia" supper dishes are beet soup with mushrooms, and fish. Twelve different dishes were prepared, this tradition still continues. All dishes are meatless, with no fat, eggs and dairy products. Today's "Kūčia" supper is begun with the passing around of the Christmas wafer together with wishes for each member. 
On Christmas Eve a greater attention was given to animals, their health, fertility and assure cattle breeding success: 

1. hay from the supper was later fed to the animals 

2. If one sewed on Christmas Eve, sheep will bear motley lambs 

3. To assure that animals do not scatter in the summer, the entire family must eat Kûèia, the Christmas Eve supper, together 

4. To keep the animal herd together in summer, tie up the cutlery after supper with the whip, broom and shepherd 

5. No need to lock barn doors on this night, place a cross or another sign on the doors so that charmings are ineffective. 

6. Those who sprinkle a mixture of wheat and peas in the barn, will have good animals 

7. After supper the mistress of the house should take all milk pots outside and place all around the farmstead so that next year the cows would give much milk. 

8. After supper the mistress of the house takes the butter churn and walks around the fields churning it, so that there will be an abundance of butter. 

9. No spinning should be done on this day because it will cause calf abortions and animals will slobber. 

10. After milking the cow should be poured with milk three times so that the witches do not drain the cow on the feast day of Saint John. 

11. On this day stroke the cows, so that they will be fat and have no pustules. 

12. Several Christmas wafers are saved and fed to cows, to keep milk from spoiling. 

13. If you want your horses to be good looking, steal manure from your neighbor and feed it to your horses. 

14. So that no one bewitches the horses, the master of the house feeds them ears of rye. 

15. Sheep should be sheared on this day so that new born lambs have curly fleece. 

16. To keep wolves from carrying away animals, mention wolves while eating. 

17. Carry a sieve around the fields to prevent the killing of colts by wolves. 

18. Wash windows, door handles and all the corners of the house, give this wash water to drink to the animals. This will keep evil eyes away from the animals. 


Christmas Eve charmings and magic was done to better beekeeping. The beekeeper would take honey and bees to his poor neighbors. So that bees would not swarm on Christmas Eve night, the beekeeper took the first harvest grain sheaf around the orchard. Also placed a Christmas wafer into beehives. All throughout Lithuania until this day there is belief that at midnight on Christmas Eve day animals speak. Exactly at midnight, animals rise, kneel on front legs and pray in human voices. Their spoken words are not heard by everyone. The animal voices are heard by those who are poverty stricken and who are spending the night in the barn. The animals speak most often about their owner's funeral. 
On Christmas Eve, just like during other calendar feasts, much attention is paid to wedding themes. 
There are several rare marriage charms: 
1 – The windows are covered after supper, a rooster and hen are pulled out from under the stove, their tails are tied together. If the rooster pulls the hen to the door, there will be a wedding and if he pulls the hen back under the stove, there will be no wedding. 
2 – Three items are placed on the doorsill, a ring, a piece of chalk and a piece of bread. A hen is brought out. If the hen picks up the ring, the girl will marry. If the hen picks up the piece of chalk, the girl will die. The girl will live poorly if the hen picks up the bread. 
3 – A pot of water is brought to a boil, then two pieces of coal are dropped into the water. If the coals come together, there will be a wedding. 
4 – Every girl in the room lights a candle. All the candles are placed on the table's edge and blown out. The girl whose candle is not blown out, will remain unmarried. 
5 – A ring is dropped into a half filled glass of water. The number of ripples shows the number of years before her wedding. 
6 – At midnight girls place two sacred candles and between them a glass filled with water, birch ashes and drop a wedding band inside. Looking through the glass they either see their chosen male or a coffin. 
7 – Three whole herring, without bread should be eaten before going to bed. A towel should be placed on two wooden rods, set over a bowl filled with water. They must dream of their future male while sleeping. 
8 – Quietly tie up even knots, putting into each one money, a piece of coal, a lump of earth, a piece of clay from the stove, grain or seeds, a small rag. All these knotted pieces are placed in a tub, next to the girl's bed, so that they can be touched without leaving the bed. The meanings of the different knots are: ring – wedding, money – richess, coal – fire, earth- death, rag – children, seeds, grain – good harvest. 
9 – That night, two needles are dropped into a plate filled with water. If the needles come together, there will be a wedding. 

The mirror, invented in the third millenium before Christ, reached Lithuania in the 13th century. Its mysteriousness is linked with the world of the dead, it became part of Christmas Eve enchantings, guessing the future, especially that of marriage. Young men and women, wishing to find out who will be their mate, when casting lots take two candles, a towel and a mirror to an uninhabited house. The candles are lit and placed near the mirror. Wiping moisture from the mirror with the towel, they would see their future mate. Christians began celebrating Christ's birth on December 25th , according to the civilian Roman calendar. Ethnographers maintain that Christmas is an ancestral holiday. It is sun and nature Gods' birthday. Lithuanian Christmas rites have much in common with the rites of other Indo European nations.  
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