THE DAY FOR CELEBRATING THE DEAD [ a.k.a. VĖLINĖS ] – November 1st 
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 In Lithuania, remembrance of the dead took place during all annual feast days. Come autumn, when all work was done, Lithuanians carried out special rituals honoring the souls of their dead ancestors. 
The ritual traditions of the dead were directly related to peoples' belief that on that day the souls of the dead return to earth, to their homes. Therefore the souls of the dead were graciously received and treated according to rituals of the ancestors. 
The Day of the Dead, father gathered the family around the table and recited this prayer: " Dear souls of the dead, you are still remembered by the members of my family, you are most worthy of our perpetual remembrance, especially you, my grandparents, my parents, also our relatives, children and everyone whom death took away from our home. I invite you to this annual feast. We wish that this feast is agreeable to you, just like memory of all of you, is to us ''. After a short silence, father asks everyone to sit at the table and eat. Food was eaten in silence. 
On All Saints' Day and All Souls' Day, year after year, Lithuanian gravesites are decorated with most beautiful flowers and burning candles. 

The beliefs of All Souls' and All Saints' Days are:
1- on the day of All Souls, the souls of the dead come to visit the living, asking that the living pray for them.  
2 - one time before All Saints' Day, a homemaker swept the house and sprinkled with sand. In the morning sees the floor covered with small footprints, but there are no small children in the house. Therefore she understood that souls of dead children had come into the house. 
3 - if mother went to the cemetery at midnight on All Souls' Day, she would see her dead children. 
4 - on All Souls' Day, churches are filled with souls of the dead. That day, the souls are not burning in hell. They are happy. However some, whose mothers are wailing, these souls arrive wet, soaked by earthly tears. No need to cry for the dead. 
5 - on the Eve of All Saints' Day, one does not go visiting or walking through villages because all roads and the country side are filled with souls of the dead. There can also be some mean souls. 
6 - on All Souls' Day and in the evening no ashes or garbage should be taken out, because the souls can be witched by these items. 
7 - if it rained on the night of All Souls' Day, there will be numerous deaths the following year. 
8 - if the sun did not shine on All Saints' Day, the following year will be filled with misfortunes. 
9 - if on All Saints' Day, trees are still fully covered with leaves, it will be a year of black death. 
10 - if a child is born on the eve of All Souls' Day, when in life he attends a funeral meal, he will see evil souls.
