The Finnish Peacemaker – Martti Ahtisaari (1937-)
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· Martti Ahtisaari was born in 1937 in the Finnish town of Viipuri, although he was of Norwegian descent. 

· In 1960, he worked in Karachi, India, where he led the Young men's Christian Association physical education training establishment. After returning to his country in 1963, he studied at the Helsinki Polytechnic and was active in student organisations concerned with supporting developing countries. 

· In 1965, he joined the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland in its Bureau for Technical Co-operation. 

· In 1973, President Urho Kekkonen appointed him as Finnish Ambassador accredited to Tanzania, Zambia, Somalia and Mozambique. 

· As Commissioner and later as the UN Secretary General's Special Representative for Namibia, he keenly anticipated the independence of Namibia, maintaining contact between the UN, Organisation of African Unity and SWAPO. 

· After a negotiated agreement with the South African Government to hand over the country to UN rule in preparation of full independence, Ahtisaari was chosen in March 1989 to lead 8 000 UN peacekeepers and civilian aides of the UN's Transition Assistance Group. 

	Ahtisaari’s love for humanity and his keen sense of justice marked him as the right person to oversee the decolonisation of AfricaÕs last colony.



	


· Ahtisaari was the president of Finland 1994-2000.

· Since leaving office, Ahtisaari has accepted positions in various international organisations. In 2000, the British government appointed him to the team overseeing the inspections of IRA weapons decommissioning in Northern Ireland. 
· Ahtisaari also founded Crisis Management Initiative (CMI), an independent, non-governmental organisation with a goal in developing and sustaining peace in troubled areas.

· On 1 December 2000, Ahtisaari was awarded the J. William Fulbright Prize for International Understanding by the Fulbright Association in recognition of his work as peacemaker in some of the world’s most troubled areas.

· In 2005, Ahtisaari successfully led peace negotiations between the Free Aceh Movement and the Indonesian government through his non-governmental organization CMI. The negotiations ended on 15 August 2005 with a treaty on withdrawal of the armed Indonesian forces and dropped GAM demands for an independent Aceh.

· In November 2005, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan appointed Ahtisaari as Special Envoy for the Kosovo status process which is to determine whether Kosovo should become independent or remain a province of Serbia. (Kosovo has been administered by the United Nations since the 1999 Kosovo War). In early 2006, Ahtisaari opened the UN Office of the Special Envoy for Kosovo (UNOSEK) in Vienna, Austria from where he conducted the Kosovo status negotiations.
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