Juhannus-Finnish Midsummer
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We used to celebrate  Midsummer on the 24th of June, which is the summer solstice. Nowadays in Finland the Midsummer Day is celebrated on the last Saturday of full week in June, in this year it’s going to be the 21st. 

We have many meanings for this day: it’s one of the lightest days in Finland, Lutheran church celebrates it as a commemoration day for John the Baptist, it’s also the day of the Finnish flag.

Traditional way of celebrating the Midsummer is taking a sauna and swimming, having a midsummer pyre and grilling sausage. All around in Finland this day is one of the biggest partys in a year.  
Vappu-Finnish Labor Day

Today in Finland, Labor Day is, along with New Year’s Eve and Juhannus, the biggest carnival-style festivity that takes place in the streets of Finland’s towns and cities. The celebration is typically centered on plentiful use of sparkling wine and other alcoholic beverages. 
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It’s the day for workers and students. Labor Day is celebrated on the 1st of May but the big party is on the 30th of April. Many people especially youth like to wear some crazy costumes and we decorate our houses with balloons and serpentines.  
In a picture you can see the traditional appetizer which is called “munkki”. With “munkki” we like to drink “sima” which is home made soda with raisins.        

