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Finland's Independence Day is a national public holiday held on December 6 to celebrate Finland's declaration of independence from the Russian empire. It is traditional for many Finnish families to light two candles in each window of their home in the evening. The official festivities usually commence with the raising of the flag on Tähtitorninmäki, in Helsinki. All over Finland flags are risen and all families have their own ways of celebrating Independence Day. There is a religious service at the Helsinki Cathedral, followed, in the evening, by a gala reception for approximately 2000 invited guests at the Presidential Palace. This event, known as Linnan juhlat ("the party at the castle") is broadcast on national television and has been a perennial favorite of the viewing public. The most popular of various events is providing free food for the poor and underprivileged. 
